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A 
SERMON, 
1 Before the | 
SACRAMENT, 

at the Fryday Lecture 
in Brattle-Street, Boſton. 


By Benjamin Colman. 


Deut. VI. 6, 7. And theſe words which I 
cou mand thee this day ſhall be in thy 
heart; and thou ſhalt teach them diligent- 
ly unto thy children; and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou futeſt in tby bouſe, and 
when thou walkeſt by the way, and when 
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thou lie ſi down, and when thou riſeſt up. | 
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LUKE II. 41, 42. 


Now his parents went to Feruſalem every year 
at tbe jeaſi of the paſſover; and when He 
was twelve years old they went up to Feru- 
Salem after the cuſtom of the f tft 


T isa ſweet and pleaſant Chapter before 
us, fill'd with a grateful variety reſpeCt- 
ing the birth and circumciſion of our 
Lord Feſws, and his preſentation in the 
Temple ; how the multitudes of the heavenly 
e praiſed God on the one occaſion, and 
oW 1 imeon and Anna ſpake of him on the 
ther. 
IN the verſe before my text we have a ſhort 
account of the infancy and child hood of our 
Lerd, ver. 40. And the child grew, and waxed 
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flxong in ſpirit, filled with wiſdom and the" grace Wb 
of God was upon hin. This was indeed gs bes 
came the Son of God: || That whereas other th 
children are weak in underſtanding and reſo- 
lution He was #rong in ſpirit ; whereas other 
children have fooliſhneſs bound up in.their 
hearts, which appears in all they ſay and do, 
He was filled with wiſdom ; and whereas the 
corruption of nature early and ſtrongly appears 
in other children, nothing but the grace off 
God appear'd in him “. 

« MY rex: begins the only paſſage  of.[tory 
- recorded concerning our bleſſed Lord, from 
his infancy to the day of his ſhewing to [/rae/, 
at 29 years of age. The parents ot our Lord 
Jeſus are the perſons here ſpoken of; Foſepb 
ſo reputed and called, and Mary his holy mo- 
ther. The thing related of them is vefy wor- 
thy and honourable; namely, their conſtant 
annual Journey to Feruſalem at the feaſt of the 
paſſ ver. This was required of the nales by 
the law of Moſes, but the women were exc if 
ſed. Let they that would attended, and the 
Mother of Chriſt was too devout not to do it. 
She was ſtrong in body, as well as in ſpitit, by 
the favour of God, and was as conſtant at the 
feaſt as her gracious husband. ( A feaſ! which 
had moſt of Goſpel in it, and to which ſhe 
was more related than ſhe knew of ; her holy if 
Son being the lnb of God, the great Antitype. 
of all the poſeba! lambs.) Such (ſays Mr. 
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Barker) as will go no further than they are 
rcd tin religious exerciſes, are ſtrangers to 
the Virgins piety and devotion. | 
BUT here is oe particular year ſpecified 
when Feſus went up with them to the fealt, 
t was when he was rwe/ve years old, It is 
not ſaid that he had not gone up With them 
yy year before that: ir may be this was not 
the firſt time; as doubtleſs it was nct the 
Weſt, rho? it be the only time we read of. 
« THE Feres tell us that at thirteen year old 
child was reputed With them @ Jon of the 
,mandment : that is to ſay, obliged to the 
uries of adult Church-memberſhip ; baving. 
deen from his infancy and circumciſion a Son 
f the covenant”, Now Feſus in his child- 
hood being ſo much in wiſdom and ſpirit a- 
bove his years, we may well ſuppoſe that *ere 
his time he had been at the poſſover. But 
lis time is recorded and not the reſt, for the 
ike of that wonderful conference which he 
ow had with the Doctors in the Temple. 


I might offer many profitable Nores and 
bſervations from the text, but ſhall ſeled 
r only to ſpeak to, | 
1. THAT the conſtant devout obſervation 
the feaſt of the Paſſover, was ſtrictly re- 
wired of the Fewt. | ET 
2, THAT the religious among them were 
ery ri in the obſervation of it, and of = 
et reli — feaſts, ſtatutes and ordinances 
di reer een 
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Divine inſtirutions. | 


"This was a ſtatute for 1/rae! and a law of thi 
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of rheſe three great feſtivals. It was inſtitutec 


to them thro'our their generations of tha 


generations; you ſhall keep it a feaſt by an ord: 


Journey, and forbeareth to 75 the paſſover, eve! 
7 


. Feen and Obildren 
3. THAT parents ſhould' take care" to z 
before their children in the obſervarion 0 


4. THAT children ſhould be early in th 
worſhip of God ; and in rheir preparation fo 
an approach to the table of Chiit, 


I. THAT the conſtant and dewout obſervatio 
of the paſſover was ſiridlly required of the Fews, 
THREE times in a year they were to keef 
a feaſt unto the Lord; when all their male 
were to appear before him. Exod. 23. 14, 17 


God of Jacob. The feaſt of unleavened ' breat 
which was the paſſover, was the firſt and chie 


to the children of I/rae/ upon the day of thei 
coming out of Egypt, to be a ſtanding memotia 


their deliverance & redemption. Exod. 12.1. 
This day ſball be unto you for a memorial, and) 
ſhall Reep it @ feaſt unto the Lord throtout you 


nafcs for ever. Deut. 16. 3. That thou may 
remember the day wherein thou ' cameſt fort! 
75 of the land of Egypt all the days of ib 
life. | +114 BY! 

THE omiſſion or negletct of this inſtitutior 
was very ſeverely threatned by God. Num 
9. 13. But the nan that is clean and not in 
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the ſame ſoul ſhall be cut off from bis people: b 
eauſe be broughr nox the offering! of the Lord in 
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i bis appointed ſeaſon, that man ſhall ear bis ſin. 
Nothing could excuſe a jew from this appoin- 
ted ſervice, but his being under ſome legal 
A oncleanneſs which rendred him unfit for it; 
or his being fick or in a Journey which made 
it impratticable for him to be at the Lord's 
place :. And in this caſe it was provided, that 
A ſuch a perſon ſhould keep the paſſover a'month 
after the appointed time. So carefully did 
i the law provide againſt the omiſſon of the 
duty required. Numb. 9. 10, 11. If any man 
of you, or of your pollerity (hall be unclean by 
Y rcoſon of à dead body, or be in a journey afar off, 
yer be ſhall keep the paſſover unto the Lord ; the 
fourteenth day of the ſecond month, at even, ſhall 
bey Kecp 17, And the ordinance was the ſame 
i for the firanger, a proſelyte of the jewiſh re- 
ligion, as for him that was born in the land. 
Num. 9. 14. Only the profanation or careleſs 
performance of this holy ſervice was alſo as 
ſtrictly forbidden and ſeverely condemned: 
Levit. 7. 20. The ſoul that eateth of the fleſh of 
WM the ſacrifice of peace afferings that pertain unto 
the Lord, hauing bis uncleanneſs upos him, even 
chat ſoul ſhall be cut ¶ from bis people. And 
yer where there was a preparation of heart, 
and ſomething unavoidable hinder'd the exaCt 
ceremonial purifications which the law pre- 
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ſervice :. As it was .the caſe of many of the 
people in Hezekiab's great paſſovet. 2 Chron, 
30. 18. A multitude of tbe people out of Ephraim, 
Jſſuchar and Zebulun, bad not cleanſed them- 
ſelves ; yet did they eat the paſſover otherwiſe 
than it was written: but Hezekiab prayed fer 
them, ſaying, The good Lord pardon every one 
that prepareth his heart to ſeek God, the Lord 
God of bis fathers, though he be not cleanſed ac- 
cording to the purification of the ſandtuary And 
the Lord bearkened to Hezekiah and healed the 
people. 

_ THUS ſtrictly has God always required of 
his people obedience ro his poſitive laws, and 
the careful obſervation of his ſtatutes and or-. 
dinances. - 1 F 

I will not now go into the reaſons of this WY, 
ſeverity of the Law in theſe injunQtions. It 
might be ſaid, | 


nances are the high declarations of God's do- 
minion and ſovereignty, his abfolute wil! and 
authority; and He will be obey d and ought 
to be ſo; Ir is indignity and rebellion for us , 
to heſitate or delay when we know his will. Ne 


L 
. 1. SUCH poſitive laws, ſtatutes and ordi- | 
10 
h 


2. THEY are the inſtances of that hex ho- 
nour and publick acknowledgement, which as 
a church and people of God we render to bim; 
whereby he is confeſſed in ſolemn and ſtated 
manner, glorified before others, and all are. 


rovoked to glorify him. = 
Provoked TO BLOTLIY 4 *. 3. THEY 
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3. THEY ate ſtanding memorials of his grace 
favour and mercy to a people, of his preſence 
mong them and ot his covenant with them. 
AND to the people of God they are the or- 
lained /n and appointed means of their ſa - 
ned covenanting with God, and ſpecial com- 
munion with Him. 8511 in: 
BUT there needs no more to be ſaid than 
this, What if God will £ and who ſball ſay 10 
| Wim, what doeſt thou? He never ask'd his crea- 
ure what law he ſhould give him. And 
whatever it be, *tis to be ſure holy and Juſt. 
ind the penalty in caſe of diſobedience can 
e no leſs than excifion from God; which is 
Jo ſay everlaſting infinite miſery,  t  » 
NOW that which remains is to bring home 
this matter to our ſelves, and argue from the 
Lord's paſſaver under the law, unto his 
upper under the goſpel: For certainly theſe 
wo ſfacr amental rites or actions do bear a great 
firy likeneſs and relation one to the other; 
ind what the one was to the church under 
he lato, ſuch the other is to it under the 
' Wo/pc/. And it is very manifeſt in the inſtitu- 
ion of the Lord's Supper, as from the nature 
the thing, ſo from the time and'circum- 
ances of it, that it comes in the place and 
dom of the paſſover ; by the will of Him 
ho is the Lord our paſſover ſacrificed for 
s. And our Lord Feſus has politively and ab- 
olately required of us both the obſervation 
nd ſanctification of this ordinance of the 
fer, as he did enjoyn that of whe paſſover 
«7. a 
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ment to bimſelf : for this cauſe many are weak 
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under the law, It is his ſpecial law to us 


now, as much as that was to them by the 
hand of Moſes. He has ſaid to us, This do ye 
in remembrance of ne: And his Apoſile has 
ſaid to us, I recerved of the Lord, that which 
I. delivered unto you, that the Lord Zeſus the 
ſame night in which he was betrayed took 
bread &c. It is therefore called the Lord's 
table and the Lord's ſupper. His eutbority has 
appointed it, and it is a ſtanding memorial of 
His love, a publick and perpetual honour to his 
name; and to us the ſtared fign-and means of 
our covenanting and communion with him. 
AND if thele things be ſo, then what can 
we think or ſay, in excuſe of the eaſie neg!:# 
and careleſs obſervation of this ordinance a- 
mong Chriſtians ? Will not the Lord Chriſt as 
much enquire after and require for this thing 
among vs, as he did of old among his people 
about the poſſover £ Certainly he will. And 
the Apoſile therefore ſays all thoſe awfu 
words on this occaſion, 1 Corin. 11. wlt. Let. 
man examine bimſelf and ſo let him cat of th) 
bread and drink of this cup: for be that eateil 
and drinketb unworthily eateth and drinketh judg 
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and fickly among you and many fleep : for if wi 
would 7 our ſelves we ſhould not be Judged 

THE ſum then is, That people ſhould nol 
dare to live in the zeglett of the Lord's table 
as they commonly do; and that they ſhoulc 
be very devour and ſpiritual, very careful ane 


ſerious in the obſexvation of it; as the Jew 
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of old were obliged to be very conſtant and 
careful in their attendance on the paſſover 


feaſt. 


II. MY next more is, That the Religious a- 
mong the Jews were very ſtrid and exatt in the 
obſervation of the paſſover, and other poſitive 
ordinances of the law of Meſes. be: 

MY text informs us that the parents of 
Chriſt were ſo : Every year they want up at the 
ſeaſt of the paſſover, and they ufd tbe days, 
and performed all things according to the law of 
the Lord, * 5 "NE 98 

* NO difficulties hinder'd their attendance; 
they came up early to it, and ſtaid all the time 
of jt. Neither Jſepb's calling, nor the bleſ- 
ſed Virgins houſhold buſineſs could keep them 
at home, nor haſten em home, before the ſer- 
vice was entirely over. All worldly bufineſs 
muſt give place to divine offices, and we muſt 
attend God's ſervice to the end of ir, if we 
would carry away the blefhng || | 

IT is indeed no evidence of the truth of 
grace to frequent the publick aſſemblies; yet 
It is an infallible fign of the want of grace 
cultomarily to negleU them. We read of the 
holy parents of Fobn the Baptiſt, namely Ze- 
charias and Elizabetb, that they were both rigb- 
tcous before God, walking in all the command- 


nente and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs. 


This is a high and happy account. of bushond 
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and wife, and it ſhould be ſaid of every mar- 
ried couple: If they would be righteous betore 


God they ſhould be walking rogether in all 
the ordinances of the Lord blameleſs; and if 


they are righteous before God they will do fo, 

Such a happy pair were E/kanab and Hannah , 
they went up yearly to worſhip and to ſacrifice 
unto the Lord of Hoſts in Shiloh : ſo they did 
year by yeer, I Sam. 1.3, 7, Indeed multitudes 
did thus attend the yearly feaſts in [/rac/ who 
were not pfous people, and ſome who were 
irreligious did no doubt neglect them, but all 
that were pious went up to the ſolemn feaſts. 
David fings of their doing ſo in ſome of his 
molt pleaſant pſa/ms : Pal. 42. & 122. I was 
glad when they ſaid to me, let us go into the houſe 
of the Lord : our feet ſhall fland within thy gates, 
O Feruſalem | whither the tribes go up, the tribes 
of rhe Lord, unto the teflimony of Iſrael, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lord: For | bad 
gone with the multitude, I went with them 10 the 
_ . bouſe of God, with the voice of joy and praiſe ; 
with a multitude that Rept holy day. 

THE reflefions which now naturally occur 
to us are ſuch as theſe. How comes it to paſs 
that we Chriſtians are not as careful and exact, 
as conſiant and conſcientious in attending on 
the ordinance of the Lord's ſupper; as the 
Zews were in the obſervation of the paſſyver 
and other ordinances of the lato? Should not 
a People profeſſing the 'name of Chri/i ſhew 

their reverend and religious regard to the 
memorial of his death © and ſhpuld not peo 
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of gravity and ſeriouſneſs in the chriſtian 
Church hold themſelves bound and tied up 
by the command of their dying Saviour? For 
if the Law given by Moſes was reverend and 
awful, is it not yet more ſo when the Son of 
God himſelf is come, and has ſpoken to us? 
And are not his laſt will and words, Juſt be- 
fore he died, memorable indeed and ſacred ? 
When God told Myſes of a Prophet like 10 him, 
but greater, whom he woxld raiſe up to his 
people, and put bis word in bis mowth ; he ad- 
ded — And whoſcever will not bearken to my 
words which be ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will re- 
quire it of him, Now make the application in 
this particular inſtance. The great Prophet of 
the church has come and ſpoken to us in the 
name of God, and one of his. laſt words was 
this, Do this in remembrance of me: and if we do 
not bearken to theſe words which He has ſpoken 
to us, God ſays be wil! require it: and when 
he requires an account of us, Why we did it 
not, what ſhall we anſwer * we mult be 


ſpeechleſs. 


HEAR what the Apoſtle ſays on this head 
thro? his epiſtle to the Hebrews : Therefore (a) 
we ought to give the more earnet beed to the 
things which we have heard, leſt at any time de 
ſhould let them flip : For if the word ſpoken by 
angels was ſiedfaſt, and every tranſgreſſion and 
diſobedience received a juſt recompAice. of reward; 
boto ſhall we eſcape if we negleft ſo great ſalua: 
— — — —k— — —e—— 


* — —ñ— —— — — 


(2) Heb, 2. 3, 232 
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tion; which at firſt began to be ſpoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto 1 4 then that 
beard it. Wherefore holy brethren, (b) partakers 
of the heavenly calling, conſider the Apoſile and 
bigh prieft of our profeſſion Chriſt Feſus, who waz 
faithful to bim that appointed him, as alſo Moſes 
was faithſul in all his bouſe. For ibis Man was 
counted worthy of more glory than Moſes, — who 
verily was faithful as a ſervant, — but Chriſt as 
4 Son over his own houſe : — whereſore as tht 
Holy Ghoſt faith, To day if you will bear bis voice, 
Let as therefore fear (c) leſt a promiſe being left 
ws of entring into bis reſt, any of you ſhould ſeem 
to come ſhort of it. Take beed, brethren, leſt (d) 
there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelicf in 
departing from the living God: Bur exbort one 

another daily while it is called to day, leſt any of 
you be bardned thro the deceitfalneſs of ſin. Hau- 
ang therefore, (e) brethren, boldneſs to enter in- 
the bolieſt by the blood of Feſws, by a new and liv- 
ing way which be bas conſecrated for us thro the 
wail, that is io fay bis fleſh; and baving an high 
prieſt over the houſe of God; let ws draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith ; hav- 
ing our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, 
and our bodies waſhed as with pute watcr. Let 
ws bold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without 
wavering, — not forſaking the aſſembling of out 
Jebves tagetber ax the manner of ſome is; — for 
of we fin wilfully after ue have received tht! 
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knowledge of the truth, there remainetb no more 

acrifice for ſins. © He that deſpiſed Moſes law di- 
id without mercy ; of bow mach ſorer puniſhment 
uppoſe ye ſhall be be 1hought wortby who bath 
ſrodden under foot the Son of God — ? See then 
that ye refuſe not Him that ſpeaketb, (f) for if 
they eſcaped not who reſuſed him that ſpake on 
earth, much more ſhall not we #ſcape if we turn 
way from him that ſpeaketh from heaven. But 
15 we receive @ kingdom which cannot be moved 
(the goſpel-diſpenſation which is to remain 
for ever) let us have grace whereby we may ſerve 
God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear; 
or our God i @ conſuming fire. Let ws go forth 
unto Hin, which ſuffered without the gate, (g) 
hearing his reproach : by Him let us offer the ſa- 
rifice of praiſe unto God continually, the fruit of 
ur lips, giving thanks 10 bis name. 

THIS is the #rain of that excellent Epiſile 
o the Hebrews, It calls upon the Chriſtian 
hurch to be as obſervant of the Inſtitutions of 
riſt, as the Fewiſh ever were of the law of 
ſes: It ſhows that our obligations 1iſe 
iigher than theirs, and that it will be worſe 
In us and for us to be inobſervant, than it ever 
has in them, or will be for them in the day 
ft judgment. 5 3 
I will only add two more refleCtions here, 

1. THAT we be caztion'd not to reſt our 
lves in the meer outward obſervation of God's 
dinances, as the cus generally did: and as 
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the generality of chriſtians do thro? Chriſte ndom 
at this day : But let us remember that as he 
was nota Few that was one outwardy in ihr flejh, 
ſo he only is a Chriſlian that is one rd, 
and baptiſm is that of tbe heart, in the ſpirit 
and not in the leiter, whoſe praiſe it not of men 
but of God, Rom. 2. 29. And again, let us re- 
member the ſame Apoit/e's words, Phil. 2 3. 
We are the circumciſion that wor ſhift Ged in tbe 
' Jpirit, and rejoice in Chriſt 7:ſus, and have uu. 
conjidence in the fleſh: | 
2, REMEMBER that inſtead of doing /eſs 
than what the law of God requires of us in 
outward obſervations, we ſhould rather do 
more, I mean not by znvenizons of our own, 
or in Way of addition ro the commandments of 
God; but in the devour obſervation of rhoſe 
which God has appointed. As in the text; 
altho' Mary was not obliged by the law to go 
up yearly to the paſſover with her husband; 
yet the law permirting her to go ſhe gladly , 
went, as Hannah and other holy women were 4 
wont to do before her. | . 
AND thus the jr ft Chriſtians having receiv- I. 
ed the law of Chriſt about his Szpper (the, 
breaking of bread in remembrance of bis broken, 
body ) they not only fledfaſily continued in this 5 
doQtrine and fellowſhip of the Apoſtles, but” 
they did it daily, from bouſe ro bouſe, with 4 
fingle and Joyful heart, Acts 2. 42, 46. As of- 
ten as they came together it ſcems to have 
been to break bread ; the Lerd' dey &rheLord's 
Supper met together Als 26. 7, Upon 10%. 
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firſt day of the week, when the diſciples came to- 
gether to break bread, Faul preached. 

GOD has not tied us up to ſo many preciſe 
times, Juſt how often to pray, and. hear and 
communicate : We ſhould be ſure then rather 
to go beyond the law, than to come ſhort of 
its injuntions, in the diſcharging of theſe 
duties. And if fo, then when the goſpel ſays, 
AS ofren as ye eat this bread, ( whictf*ſuppoſes 
we do it often) what will they ſay to theme 
ſelves, who have never once done it? 

BUT this for the /econd Nore, That the re- 
e iom among the Fews were conſtant and de- 
yout in the ſtrict obſetvation of rhe paſſover : 
Every year they went up at the feaſt, and took 
care to do every thing after rly caſtom of the 
ſeaſt, The next Note that I would offer is 
this, 


III. THAT parents ſhould go before their cbil- 
dren in the obſervation of the holy Inflitutions 
of God in hig worſhip, So did the gracious Pa- 
rents in the text; and if they had had a fa- 
mily of children and ſervants to have learn'd 
of them, their laudable example would have 
well inſtituted them in the obſervation of rhe 
paſſover. And truly fo ought Chriſtian parents 
to lead their houſholds to the zable of Chriſt, 
ind in the reyerend ſanctification of theSabbath, 
ind a religious obſervation of all the Ordinan: 
es of God's houſe. 

THE word of God requires parents diligently 
% teach ;'er children the will and ways of 
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God, as well as to have the ſame always in 
their own bearts, Deut, 6-6, 7. And when the 
paſſover was firſt appointed to the Children of 
Iſrael, it was accompanied with this precept 
to them, Exod. 13. 8, 14. And thou (halt ſhrw 
thy fon in that day, ſaying, This is done becauſe 
of that which the Lord did unto me when I came 
forth out of Egypt: And it ſhall be for a ſign un- 
to thee upon thine band, and for a memorial be- 
Tween thy eyes; that the Lord's law may be in 

thy mouth , for with a ſtrong hand bath the Lord 
brought thee out of Egypt. 

CHILDREN naturally enquire and learn of 
their parents ; but more of their examples as 
they grow up than they do of their precepts. 
If then it be the duty of parents to teach by 
words, it is more their duty to teach by their 
practice and good example. If they ſhould 

take pains to inſtruct them in the reaſons of 

' God's: laws, and in the meaning of his ordi-] 
nances, and require them to obſerve the ſame, 

much more {hould they teach and lead em by 
their own example. For with what face or 
with what efficacy can a parent tell his ſon, 
that Chrilt has required ſuch a duty and ſer-Mf : 
vice, and as he grows up he muſt be ſure.tofl | 
obſerve it; and yet let his child ſee that he 
lives in the neplett of that duty himſelf, Ir 

is incumbent therefore on patents, that they 
teach and lead their children in the worſhip 
of God by their own example; that they go 
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SO did Abraham - He firlt circumciſed hims 
ſelf, and then his ſon, and his houſhold : And 
this is the honour done him by God; Gen.18. 
19. I know Abraham that he will command bis 
children and houſbold after him, and they ſhall 
keep the way of the Lord, He could command 
them with authority & efficacy when he firlt 
obeyed himſelf : his words had nor elſe come 
with power and been receiv'd with reverence. 

DAVID could with authority inſtruct his 
fon in the ordinances of God, becauſe he him- 
ſelf was ſo great a lover of them, ſo devout 
an obſerver of them. His being a King did 
not give ſo much power to his words as his 
being a Saint. Prov. 4. 3. I was my fathers ſon, 
tender and only beloved in the fight of my mother, 
he taught me alſo and ſaid unto me, Let thine 
heart retain ny words, keep my commandments 
and live, © . 

SO the Artie taught the Churches e ffectual- 
ly ; Phil. 4. 9. 7% e things which ye have both 
learned and received, and beard and ſeen in me 
do; and the God of peace ſhall be with b. 

SO Chr:/? taught his family, and all that 
are his ought ſo ro reach theirs. John 13.15. 
have given you an example. 

WHEREFOKE ler parents firſt take herd to 
themſelves, and then take care of their chil- 
dren, For if they. require their children to 
reverence the Inſtitutions of God and do not 
obſerve the ſame themſelves, perhaps their 
children will ſoon loſe all reverence both to 
God and them. Or if parents ſay _— to 
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their children about the matter, as it is like- 
ly they will not, then the honour their chil- 
dren do naturally bear them will tempt them 
to make lighr of the diſhonour done to God 
in the negleCt of his ordinances. 

LET choſe parents conſider this who live in 


the neglect of the Lord's ſupper in the fight 


of their children. Think you, that they do 
not obſerve and mind it? Yes, and will be 
ready to take any licence which your example 
gives them. It ought therefore to be a tender 
argument with parents to be religious for the 
ſake of their children: for next to their own 
Souls are theſe. . But if men will not be pre- 
vail'd on for the ſake of their own ſouls, how 
ſhould rhey by being pleaded with for the 
children of their bowels? It is to be fear'd 
that parents who do not come to the Lord's 
table, do not ſpeak at all. to their children a- 
bout preparing for it : or if they do it can be 
with little force. | 

BU the injury is greater to God, who gives 
us our children with this charge, to bring 
them up for Him; and intruſts us with them 
as ſo many living ſouls which are more Hz 
than ours. And if we fondly love their little 
bodies, but are negligent of their precious 
ſouls, as it is a brutal and irreligious thing in 
vs, fo he will require it of us; as he did of 
his people of old Ezek, 16, 20. Thou haft 
taken thy ſons und thy daughters, whom thou bait 


born unto Me, and thoſe baſt thou ſacrificed 10 
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thine idols, to be devoured : thou bait flain y 
children. 

THE moſt unnatural wrong we can do to 
our children is to neglect and hurt their ſouls; 
And this is one of the greateſt wrongs we can 
do to God, who challenges a ſpecial property 
in our children; and therefore he has ap- 
pointed us that as ſoon as they are born we 
do give them up to him, and bind our ſelves 
ro educate them for him. O the pitileſs as 
well as profane hearts of thoſe parents that 
neglect their own and their childrens'ſouls ! 
they in effect ſacrifice 'em to devils after they 
have devoted them to God ! they rob God of 
his children, and rob them of their title to 
God and his covenant bleſſings. 

Finally, WHAT an unnatural precept and 
direction muſt be given to the children of ſuch 
parents, who live in the open neglect of the 
ordinances of Chriſt * How hard is it to be 
forc'd to ſay to your children, — and yet we 
mult ſay it — Do not learn of your parents in 
this thing] do not imitate 'em; they do 
wrong, very wrong, and you muſt not follow. 
them. This would be bar/h kind of dottrine, 
and muſt needs ſound fo in the ears both of 
parents and children. Yet if parents will 
live in the negleCtt of the Lord's ordinances, 
we muſt ſpeak thus to their children, © Do 
not think to excuſe your ſelves by your pa: 
rents example, how much ſo ever you love 
and honour them : It will not do in the day 


of Chrift : tbe ſoul ther ins ſhall dis 3 the ſoul 
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20 Parents and Children 
of the father and the ſoul of the ſon: Ezek. 18; 


4. You muſt mourn for your parents in the 
caſe ſuppoſed and pray for them; and you 
may reverently ask of them the cauſe and rea- 
ſon of their neglect, and beſeech them to lead 
you to all the ordinances of Chriſt; but if you 
prevail not on them be not diſcouraged your 
ſelf, and reſtrained from doing your duty. 
BUT this for the third Note: Parents 
ſhould go before their children in the obſer- 
vation of the inſtitutions of Divine worſhip. 


IV. CHILDREN owght to be early in the Wor- 
ſhip of God, and preparing for the Table of Chriſt, 

THIS is taughr us by our Lord's example 
in the text: the Child 5eſus when he was 
twelve years old, went up with Zo/eph and 
Mary to the fealt of the paſſover. And we 
read that be tarricd behind in Feruſalem, and 
when they found him it was in the Temple, 
and when they reaſoned with him upon his 
ſtay ing there his anſwer was, % not that 
I muft be about my Fathers buſineſs © 

CERTAINLY the holy Child 7-/zs is here 
exhibited as an example to children and 
young people; to teach and require them to 
give God an early poſſeſſion of their ſouls, 
and in their youth to keep cloſe to his wor- 
ſhip and ſervice. © Eſpecially ſuch children 
as are forward in other things, ſhould be put 
terward in religion ”. It is the pleaſure of 
Chriſt and much for his honour, that chil- 
ren 
** that 
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_ Joung people ſhould be at his 
able. Der | | * 
IN the 22. verſe of the chapter we read how 
the parents of our Lord Feſws brought him in 
his early infaney to preſent him in the temple, 
and to offer as the law required: And now 
in the tent we find him coming in his early 
youth to the temple; to dedicate himſelf ro 
the Lord in his appointed way, 80 thoſe af 
our Ehildren that are in their infanty dedica- 
ted to God in baptiſm, ſhould be calbd upon 
as they grow up to come to the Goſpel poſſovit; 
the Lord's ſupper, and joyn themſelves to the 
Lord and his Church by their on act and 
deed. | But let them take care to do it witl 
knowledge and ſer iouſneſs. 118401 

SOME children may much ſooner be ad- 
mitted to the table of Chriſt than others. 
Do thou child deſire to be among the firſti; 
the moſt ripe, the moſt ready. Tbetefore 
learn diligently, and ſeek to God earneſtly: 
et forward in Chrift's School : be not the 
eaſt and laſt there: enter thy ſelf betimes, 
and learn now in thy leatning age. 174 
A great part of the duty of baptiſed chil- 
dren is to look forward to the Lord's table, 
and to keep their eye upon it; faying often to 
thertifelves, © I have been given up ro Chriſt 
In bapriſm, and I muſt be 1 to give my 
ſelf up to hitti at his table. 3 

AND a great part of the duty of parents 
ties in thic, to inftill this conſideration into 
the reader hearts of rheix children, 8 ſo bring 
KI [- 
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themon to the recagnuion ef their covenant 
engagements at the table of Chriſt. But not 
To da it lightly, curforily & as à thing of 
form; but intelligently, deliberately & awful. 
Ty s Deuid taught &charg'd his fon, 1 Chron. 
28. 9. And thou Solomon ny ſon, know thou the 
Gad of. thy father, and ſerve bim witb @ perſed 
heart && it's willing wind; for the Lord. ſcurch- 
eth all hearts, and underflandeth all tbe imaꝑ ina 
tions of the thoughrs': if thou ſeek bim be will be 
Found of rbee, but if thou forſake. him be will caſt 
bee ff. Jon ebe. 
THIS is a point of great care, ws calls for 
much concern and labour; and moſt parents 
ate gteat ſtrangers to this religious wasch over. 
their children : It is evident by their not com-! 
ing themſelves to the table of Chriſt, and by 
the neglect of their houſholds - and yet they MY! 
Ibo thig to be the leaſt they owe unto Chriſt, . 
to their own fouls,” and to the ſouls of their f 
family. - p 
BUT if this be the duty of parents, then le 
children owe it as much unteChriſt, unto their Yi 
parents and to their own ſouls, to learn God's Nc 
will betimes, to get knowledge & vndeiſtard- Ii 
ing in the holy ways of God, and to live unto 
Him who made them, who alſo has bought 
and bound them to be his. And you; children, Ya: 
that are conſecrazed to God in 8 who 
are inſtructed in the word add law ot God. and 25 
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AND now to cloſe all, Ler parents and 
grown children be together exb:ried, to be found 
together at the Lord's table. What is there 
more ft, and what could be more pleaſant than 
this ? Parents, go your elves to the. Lord's 
paſſover, as the parents of Chriſt did: Abd 
children come with your parents : or if they 
neglect themſelves come you betore them ; 
don't ſtay tor em. Or if they do not put you 
upon this duty as they ſhould, remember that 
your Minilters put you in mind of ir, and that 
you are now ad moniſhed thereof, _ 

MAY the Lord Feſis teach and incline you 
by his Hoy Spirit. May you be ſuch as le was 
in his childhood and youth; ſuch to God, 
ſuch io your parents, and fach ro his church. 
That it you die young you may like Abel and 
Enoch be taken up to God: or if you live in 
the world you may be examples to others, 
fruictul Chriſtians, full of good neſs, full of 
good works, to the honour of Chriſt, and the 
edification of others: Like good Obadiab, fears 
jag the Lord from your youth , and like gra- 
cious {imoiby, betimes knowing in the ſcrip- 
tures and wile to ſalvation. 


] will urge what has been ſaid both to elder 
and younger perſons, only with one motive. 
E are all dying and going to Judgment, we 
know not which fit i, uheiber the parent or ive 
child. The graves ate ready for us, and are 
not we ready, ſhould we not be ready for the 
table of Clriſt? We ate diopping. into the 
D 2 grave 
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grape every week, ſome elder people and many 


younger ; and ſhould we not be quickned to 


be getting into Chriſt, that we may be found 


in him, let death come as ſoon and as ſadden- 
ly to us, as it has done to others. 


" PARENTS and children are both dying, and 


are alike concerned to be getting ready for a 
dying hour; let them take the table o _—_ 
in theit way, there to ſet their ſouls ix order 
for their going to him, and for their being 
found of their Fudge in peace. 

I OO into the Compregation of the dead and 
ſee how they ly m:xtr, here a parent and there 
kis children; here an aged perſon, and there 
divers in their youth, and more in their child- 
hood: read the inſcriptions on the grave- 
ſtones and ſee how many under twenty and 
thirty to one above fifty or ſixty ly interr'd 
there; their ſpirits gone to God that gave 
them, and into a moſt bleſſed or miſerable 
Eternity. And ſhall it not be thus in the Con- 
gregation of tbe living and at the Lord's zablg ? 
which has ſo particular an aſpect on the ſe- 
cond appearance of Chriſt, and on our prepa- 
ration for a ſolemn appearance before Him, to 
give an account to him, and to hear our fen- 
rence from the mouth of the Lamb? Are not 
the Janerals of every week, month and year ſo 
mixt ? — following their children to the 
graye, the bouſe appointed for all the living, and 
children following their parents? and while 
rhey live together in this dying world, ſhall 
Fhey not come tagetber into one plact to - - 
. - 8 * Lord 
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Lord's Supper ? How ſtrangely then m 
ſuppoſe that they beth forget [OA 15 dy- 
ing away, they Know not which firſt, and that, 
ofter death is the judgment? Bd 
LET parents and children both conſidet, 
that their ſouls ate alike Pre clove lh cetera 


* 


we; 


is before them: that all ſouls are Chrilt's, the. 
ſoul of the Father and the ſoul of the ſon: that. 
Chriſt has given his /zfe a ranſom for both, has 
ſhed his bleed for both, and has extended his 
covenant unto both; commanding his miniſters. 
to feed both, his ſheep and his lambs ;, that in the 
ſpirit of Elias they ſhould labour to turn tbe. 
hearts of fathers and children together to him- 
ſelf, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord; leſt he come and ſmite the earth with a 
curſe. See Mal. 4 6. and Luk. 1. 17. : 
I ſcruple not to ſay, that in the laſt.& moſt 
dreadful ſenſe Death is that curſe, which de- 
voup's the earth; the bodies of all, old & young; 
and the /ouls.of all that will not be a people. 
made ready for the Lord: for his glory ſervice 
and worſhip here, and for his table kingdom 
and glory for ever. | oy $9 
O Parent! look on thy ſelf and thine as 
mortal, and going to an eternal judgment, and 
| ſo govern thy ſelf toward them. You are your 
ſelf haftning to the Tribunal of Chriſt ; but 
have you taken care of a never dying ſoul for 
which Chriſt has died? And what care of the 
precious ſouls of an immortal ring? You 
expect to die before your children, and natu- 


rally deſire to leaye them behind you; or 2 
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be ſure you muſt ſoon follow 'em to the bur of 
God: Bur What account do you think of ren- 
dring to God of them? „ 
WILL nat the two firſt enquiries put to thee 
by God the Father of Spirits be hir, What 
- care thou haſt taken of thy own ſoul, and what 
of the ſouls of the children which he has given 
thee ? how then can you think of dying your 
ſelves, or of your childrens dying, withour 
being able to give an account with Joy and not 
with grief? BED 
© AND you know not whether God will con- 
tinue you another week or day to yours, or 
tbem to you; what therefore your band yndeib 
to do, do it with all thy might, for theie is no 
wiſdom or working in the grave whither thou 
art going. It may be you ate cambring your 
felves about many things for yours that ate to 
live after you, but one thing is needſ ul, your 
own ſoul and theirs : chuſe the good part that 
can never be taken from you, nor you from thar, 
Remember the care of the good mother for her 
two ſons : Mat. 20. 21. and dropping the in- 
firmity, let us improve her piety and imitate 
her wiſdom : Lord, that my to ſons may /it, 1: 
one on thy right band and ihe other on thy left in 
thy kingdom. Had ſhe lived in our days her 
defire and care would have been to have ſeen 
them both, with her, at the Table of Chriſt, in 
the way to his Kingdom. | 
AND what ſhould our Chi/drcy now ſay un- 
to themſelves, or unto us, upon the preſent 
diſcourſe? Should they not take up the es 
: 0 
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of our Lord Zeſws (in our context) to his pe» 
rents, when they had ſought him ſorrowing, 
and at laſt found him in the Temple, among 
the Doftors, Wiſt you not that I ſhould be about 
my Fathers buſineſs 2 Yes, you ſhould be early 
about the great buſineſzof your Wuls, ve or R 
ing out your ſaſvation; ih making your calling 
end clettion ſure, And therefore you muſt be 
early imthe tenple of God, waiting daily at 
wi/doms gates, and coming to the ſpecial ordi- 
nances of the goſpel. And the younger you 
come, if it be intelligently and affectionately, 
with underſtanding and grace, in the fear of 
God and from love to him; you will be the 
more welcome and the more be/oved of Chriſt » 
like John the youngeſt diſciple, and bim whom 
Feſws loved, who leaned on his boſome at his 
laſt paſſover ſupper. 


AND now, Brethren, I commend you to God, 
and to the word of bis grace, which is able to build 
you up, end ro give you an inberitance among all 
them which are ſandiſied. That both parents 
and children may happily meet at the Table 
of Chriſt here, and in his Kingdom hereafter : 
That in the day of Chriſt, we may be able to 
ſay to Him, and He may ſay of us and ours 
unto his Father, Behold I and the children which 
thou haſt given me. 
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